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What is the term “Mushi-ya”? - analyzing the term by the reframing it
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Abstract: In the field of cultural entomology, we can study the term in associated with insects. In this paper, I analyzed

one of the Japanese term "Mushi-ya ( 2 & )" which indicate people who enjoy activities associated with insects (e.g.

insect collecting, insect keeping) as hobby and who feel insects very special, by the reframing it as an analyzing technique

of a term. Synonyms for "Mushi-ya" are "Konchu mania ( 41 =7 : insect mania)", "Konchu Aikouka ( J H &4 5< :

insect lover)" but nuance of each term seems to be different, because the term “Mushi-ya” is frequently used by Mushi-ya

themselves but is not used by general public, who often use “Konchu mania” or “Konchu aikouka” instead. The term Mushi-

ya conveys a positive image in contrast to other terms which often convey neutral or negative image. The term Mushi-ya

indicates their pride as insect lover and/or insect specialist have in what they do, as well as respect toward insect lover and/or

insect specialist.
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